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INCOME 2015 2016 

Giving 132,512 127,880 

Gift Aid 13,592 56,928 

Other 22,055 30,287 

Total income 168,159 215,095 

EXPENDITURE 2015 2016 

Staff team (including Parish Share) 99,802 109,658 

Buildings 24,086 50,613 

Mission 14,515 18,779 

Other 14,659 16,874 

Total expenditure 153,062 195,924 

BALANCE AT BANK 50,924 70,095 

HOLY TRINTY STALYBRIDGE 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE SUMMARY  

JANUARY –  DECEMBER 2016 
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HOLY TRINITY AND CHRIST CHURCH 
MEETING OF PARISHIONERS AND  

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 
  

Monday 24th April 2017   7.30pm 
  

AGENDA 
 

Opening worship 
 

MEETING OF PARISHIONERS 
 

 1.  Approval of minutes of last meeting 

 2.  Appointment of scrutineers for both meetings 

 3.  Election of Churchwardens 

 
 ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

 
 1. Approval of minutes of last meeting 

 2. Election of Deanery Synod representatives 

 3. Election of PCC representatives and date of first meeting  

     (15th May 2017, 7.30pm) 

 4. Appointment of Assistant Wardens 

 5. Appointment of Sidespersons and date of Archdeacon’s  

  Visitation  (18th May 2017, St Thomas’ Stockport, 7.30pm) 

 6. Appointment of Independent Examiner of accounts 

 7. Reports 

   a)  Electoral Roll 

   b)  Deanery Synod 

   c)  Churchwardens 

   d)  PCC 

   e) Finance - acceptance of accounts for year ended  

        31st December 2016 

8. Review of the year 

9. Prayer and close of meeting 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF PARISHIONERS 
18th APRIL 2016 

 
 
Chairman:    Rev Tom Parker 
 
Apologies:   Bill Drain, Janet D’Anzi, Lynne Baker, Bill Callaghan,  
    Jean Bardsley, Jean Frankish, Ian Whitehead, Colin Gregory, 
    Heather Shepherd. 
 
Will welcomed everyone and a short time of worship followed. 
Tom explained about the purpose of the two meetings. 
 
Approval of Minutes from previous meeting of parishioners 20/4/15: 
Proposed by Clive Hustwick to accept the minutes as a true and correct 
record, seconded by Vera Wormall; all in favour. 
 
Appointment of scrutineers: 
Not required. 
 
Election of Church Wardens: There were two nominees –  
Adele Trueman and Karen Revell – who were duly elected. 
 
Tom thanked the Churchwardens for their hard work, support and 
commitment to their roles.  
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blessing and encouragement to 
others. 
 
Will Drain 
 
 

TREASURERS REPORT 
The Statement of Financial Activities 
which is available separately 
summarises the income and 
expenditure of the church for the 
year.  The total income for the year 
2016 was £215,059.  Total 
expenditure was £195,924. 
 
The unrestricted funds column 
relates to general monies which the 
PCC is free to spend on church 
activities.  The balance in hand at 31 
December 2016 was £68,978. 
 
The restricted fund is the monies the 
PCC have to spend only on things 
specified by the donors.  This 
includes monies we have received 
from the English Heritage Lottery 
Fund to assist with the planning and 
design work concerning the church 
roof. 
 
There has also been a recent Gift 
Day for the roof, from which we 
collected monies from members that 
can be spent on the church buildings 
and in particular on the roof project.  
This money will appear in next 
year’s finances  (2018 APCM) as the 
money was collected in 2017 so isn’t 
included in these accounts.   
Likewise the money from the full 
grant application for the roof will be 
seen in next year’s accounts. 

The church’s regular income has 
remained fairly similar to the income 
received in the previous year.  This 
is thanks to the regular and 
sacrificial giving of wide number of 
members.   
 

I would however encourage all 
members to prayerfully review their 
giving in the light of Biblical teaching 
and to start giving in a regular, 
planned way (by Standing Order or 
through the envelope scheme) if 
they don’t already do so - pick up a 
finance pack at the back of church 
for more information.  If you have 
any questions, please ask me. 
 
Because of grants received our 
income has increased and we have 
also been able to increase our 
Mission Giving.  This helps to 
support many different mission 
based organisations at home and 
abroad.  We give 10% of our income 
to support these organisations. 
 
The Gift Aid recovered in 2016 was 
approximately £56,000 and this 
amounted to a significant proportion 
of our income.   Please make sure 
you Gift Aid your giving if you are a 
taxpayer! 
 
Many thanks to all who have 
assisted on the regular counting 
rota, to Mark Wilde for all his work 
with Gift Aid and to Cris Trueman for 
his fantastic work in the office in 
assisting me in my treasurer’s role. 
 
Jamie Shepherd 
PCC Treasurer 
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children; some musical interludes; 
photos and videos showing the life 
of the church throughout its history, 
and details of our life and work in the 
community today. 
 
There is still a lot of work to be done, 
but everything is now in hand.  We 
have a busy few months ahead, but 
we are sure the results will be well 
worth the effort. 
 

Valerie Clements 
 
 

SMALL GROUPS  
Meeting together in small groups 
has long been recognised as an 
important way for Christians to 
develop their faith and to grow to 
maturity.  In fact the norm in the 
early church was for Christians to 
meet together in small groups in 
people’s homes. 
 
At present about 170 members of 
Holy Trinity meet together in this 
way, either in small groups of 6-8 
people or in discipleship groups of   
2-3. 
 
Whilst some things such as 
teaching, worship and sharing vision 
work best in the larger gathering, 
other things such as pastoral care, 
challenging and encouraging one 
another, and exercising spiritual gifts 
happen best in the small group. 
 
The small groups meet together 
weekly and start with a time of 
worship together.  They then talk 
about the sermon from the previous 

Sunday and seek to explore how the 
teaching can be applied to the 
members’ everyday lives.  The aim 
is not so much to increase 
intellectual understanding of a topic 
as it is to apply the teaching and  
live it out. 
 
The meeting always ends with a 
time of prayer, particularly focussing 
on the needs of those outside of the 
church, but also asking for God to 
empower each member as they are 
‘sent out’ once again to live for him. 
 
My thanks to all who host and 
facilitate these small groups - I am 
very grateful for your work and input. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Discipleship groups meet as and 
when the group members choose 
and they can follow a variety of 
different study materials, though the 
overall aim is the same as small 
groups - to encourage each member 
to grow in faith and to live out that 
faith in their everyday lives. 
 
If you’re not already a member, can I 
encourage you to join one of our 
small groups or discipleship groups?   
It will undoubtedly help you to grow 
in your faith and you could be a real 
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MINUTES OF ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING 
18th APRIL 2016 

 
Approval of minutes from 20/04/16: 
Proposed by Lizanne Whitby-Monday, seconded by Chris Broscombe;     
all in favour. 
 
Election of PCC Members: 
Tom explained how the PCC is made-up including the need to appoint 4 
elected members who would serve for 3 years. These were needed to 
replace the 4 members whose terms had come to an end (Mark Wilde, 
Karen Vickers, Ben Vickers and Kay Gregory).   
 

4 people were standing for election and were duly appointed. These were 
Lizzie Hopkins, Louise Mitchell, Dave Monday and Ben Vickers. 
Tom thanked those standing down for their input over the last 3 years. 
 

The following had 2 more years to serve: 
Alan Bolton, Chris Broscombe, Bill Callaghan and Will Drain. 
 

The following had 1 more year to serve: 
John Haslam, Joyce Holt, Jamie Shepherd and Trisha Jarman. 
 

The following are our Deanery synod reps and have 1 more year to serve: 
Sybil Slater, Nick D’Anzi, Barry Edge. 
 

The first PCC meeting is on Monday 16th May, 7.30pm, St Matthews. 
A time of prayer followed. 
 
Appointment of Assistant Wardens:  
Ten people were nominated: Susan Attwood, Sharon Beech, Janet D’Anzi, 
Ian Donohoe, John Haslam, Steve Holt, Louise Mitchell, Linda Platt, Jamie 
Shepherd, Steve Shilley – who were duly elected. 
 
Appointment of Sidespersons:  
Nominated: Lynne Baker, Ted Beech, The Bull family, Adrian Davies, 
Margaret Donohoe, Joseph Dowthwaite, Terry Garlick, Karen Gascoigne, 
June Green, Joyce Holt, Janet Houldsworth, Brenda Hulme, Allan Knott, 
Anne Knott, Ken Platt, Sandra Shilley, Norma Thomas, May Thompson, 
Dorothy Venter, George Venter, Eileen Wilson, Susan Attwood, Sharon 
Beech, Janet D’Anzi, Ian Donohoe, John Haslam, Steve Holt, Louise 
Mitchell, Linda Platt, Steve Shilley, Jamie Shepherd.   All were duly 
appointed. 
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Tom advised that the Archdeacon’s Visitation meeting for Churchwardens, 
Assistant Wardens and Sidespersons would be on Wednesday 4th May at 
St John’s Dukinfield. 
 
Appointment of Independent Examiners: 
Jamie proposed we continue to use Hanley and Co. as the independent 
financial examiners. Seconded by Alan Bolton; all in favour. 
 
 
Reports: 
Tom thanked Cris Trueman for all his work in producing the report booklet 
and also Clive Hustwick for collating and stapling them. 
 
a) Electoral Roll – the electoral roll has now risen to 266. 
 
b) Deanery Synod – no additional information to be added.  It was 

queried why only one meeting had been held this year. Tom 
explained the organisation of meetings. 

 
c) Churchwardens – no additional information.  
 
d) PCC report – no additional information. 
 
e) Treasurers Report – Jamie Shepherd gave a brief overview of the 

finances and advised that a full set of accounts is available on 
request.  English Heritage Lottery funding has been applied for with 
respect to repairs to the church roof.  Regular income is similar to 
that from the previous year.  The mission giving of the church has 
increased.  Following the APCM the accounts will be examined and 
then submitted to the Charity commission.   Gift Aid giving options 
reiterated by Jamie - see Mark Wilde or Jamie to sign up for this.  
Jamie thanked Cris Trueman for his ongoing help with the accounts 
and Mark Wilde for his support with the Gift Aid claims. Alan Bolton 
was thanked for his support in the handover of accounts to Jamie. 

 
Several questions were raised: 
 
Are all gratuities tax free? Alan Bolton replied that church does not pay 
tax on gratuities. 
 
Why was the Gift Aid claim zero for 2014? Jamie Shepherd replied that 
this was because claims are not necessarily made annually but when we 
are in a position to put the claims in.  
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hard, black = most difficult (e.g. 
Helvellyn).  
 
Places visited include Blackstone 
Edge, Helvellyn, Haigh Hall (Wigan), 
Dovestones Reservoir, Holmfirth 
and Lyme Park.   

 

People who come along seem to 
enjoy the walks and attendance has 
varied from 5 to 25+ depending 
upon the weather and where the 
walk is held. 
  
This year in 2017, a split walk was 
offered around Hollingworth Lake, 
with an option for a harder walk 
further up the hills for those who 
wanted a more demanding walk.   
 
Further walks in 2017 are planned 
for Rochdale, Anglezarke Reservoir 
and hopefully Snowdon and Scafell 
Pike in the summer months. 
 
Paula Chester 

HERITAGE GROUP 
As the Heritage group reaches the 
end of its first year, our initial 
enthusiastic and ambitious ideas are 
finally coming into focus and being 
realised.  With Saturday 9th 
September (part of the Tameside 
Heritage Open Days weekend) as 
our goal, work is already in hand for 
materials and events to present the 
church in its best possible light. 
 
In the pipeline is a 24-page 
guidebook to the church and its 
history; an extra section will also be 
added to the church website to 
contain a digital interactive copy of 
the guide and details of the Open 
Day programme.  A separate 
children’s trail activity leaflet is also 
planned for children visiting on the 
day.   
 
We are also planning heritage day 
school visits - predominantly aimed 
at years 4 / 5 from local primary 
schools - with activities in church 
and teaching materials for follow-up 
lessons after the visit. 
Also in development are static 
displays: large freestanding boards 
to show information and images 
about the church, the building, its 
heritage and its current activities, 
and roller display banners to be 
positioned at key points within the 
building. 
 
The programme for the Open Day 
itself is also in the planning stages. 
This will include a wide range of 
activities for both adults and 
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January and February.  
 
About 12 members attended 
regularly each week to learn more 
about prayer, reading the bible and 
worship.   
 
The aim was to help all those 
wanting to know more about faith 
and to grow in spiritual maturity to 
learn how to read the Bible, how to 
pray and to ask any questions they 
wanted. 
 
It was really a blessing to see how 
people young in the faith were 
being touched by God and His Holy 
Spirit. 
  
Alan Bolton & Jacqui Watkins 

 

 

FREEDOM IN CHRIST 
We have now run this course every 
year for the last three years. 
 
Like it says in the title, it is about 
realising and walking in the freedom 
that Christ has won for us.  This is 
done by reminding ourselves of the 
Biblical truths about all that Christ 
has done, and taking hold of them 
and rooting them into our lives. 
 
For the most part people are already 
familiar with the teaching but the 
course helps people to take hold of it 
all by faith. 
 
The format involves watching some 
teaching from a DVD for about 20/25 

minutes and this is interspersed with 
discussion in twos and threes and 
feedback to the course leader. 
 
It is wonderful to see people 
stepping into new freedom in 
worship, in prayer, and in daily living 
for Jesus as the truths from the 
course begin to sink in and things 
that have held us back are released 
and broken. 
 
This course comes highly 
recommended and is worth 
repeating from time to time  - like 
having a spiritual MOT.   Watch out 
for the next one! 

 
 

CHURCH WALKS 
We began organising regular church 
walks in Spring 2014.  The aim was  
to have some full days and others 
for a couple of hours, with a mixture 
of easy to difficult grades aimed to 
suit most walking abilities of the 
church members. 
   
Since this date there have been 13 
walks offered throughout the year 
taking place in Cheshire, 
Derbyshire, Lancashire and the 
Lake District.   
 
Shorter walks tend to be offered in 
winter months, with longer more 
difficult walks offered in the summer. 
 
A grading system has been used to 
help people decide if they can 
manage the demands of the walk: 
green = easy, blue = medium, red = 
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How will we fund roof repairs if we don’t have enough money?  Will 
we have to reduce our mission giving?  Tom replied that the tithing 
principle will always be our guiding principle when considering the finances 
of the church.  
 
Where are we up to with English Heritage Lottery funding for the 
roof?   Tom explained that we are at the first grant stage, i.e. we have 
received £16,000 in order to put a further submission together. We have 
been told we should be successful with further grant applications.  The 
sum received will fund the majority of the work required.  
 
Will there be savings when the staff team is reduced? Tom replied that 
money will be saved when Luke leaves.  However the anticipated 
appointment a part-time youth worker and intern will probably balance out 
these savings.  
 
Tom thanked Cris for his day to day help with finances and Mark for his 
help with Gift Aid administration. 
 
A short prayer time followed thanking God for supplying all our needs. 
It was proposed by Trisha Jarman and seconded by Joyce Holt that we 
accept the accounts.  All were in favour. 
 
 
PCC Sub-Groups: 
Tom explained the idea behind the sub-groups; that is to sustain the 
activities of the church. Members of the PCC who have a heart for a 
particular ministry will be able to support that ministry, acting as a channel 
of communication between the PCC and that ministry.  A number of 
ministries have been identified including finance, youth and children, 
prayer.  The PCC member will not run or even necessarily lead the 
subgroup but will work alongside people who are already involved and 
other members of the congregation.  These will start to run over the 
coming months and will be reviewed. 
 
 
Pattern of Services: When Luke leaves in July all communion services 
will have to be led by Tom. Tom suggested that we do not have 
communion on the second Sunday (in addition to Family Services on the 
fourth Sunday).   General consensus was to progress with Tom’s 
suggestion.  
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Parish Review: 
Tom thanked a long list of people within church who had served in a 
variety of ways over the last year, and also thanked all those who served 
unseen with a servant heart.  Tom thanked God for a fruitful year when so 
many activities had taken place in church. 
 
Prayer and Close of Meeting: 
Tom reflected on teachings from Philippians - that we display thankfulness 
and joy about everything we have been blessed with. The interns have 
been great servants; Will has taken on his new role as Ordinand and has 
blessed us with his inputs and service; Michelle’s contribution to church is 
making a really positive impact has been a blessing.  Lizanne continues to 
work tirelessly on the fabric of the church and thankfully Cris’s admin role 
will be extended from September.  
 
Tom paid tribute to Luke and Anya, wishing them well in their move to 
Leeds and thanking them for all they have given to us at Holy Trinity.  
Tom closed the meeting in prayer. 
 

Thus far the Lord has helped us. 
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Home 2016 a great success, 
including those who worked behind 
the scenes with decorating and 
setting up the church, administration 
and all those who participated in any 
way on the two days.  

We are just browsing through the 
holiday brochures to decide where 
to go next! 
 
Janet D’Anzi on behalf of the 
Holiday at Home Team 

 

 

ALPHA 
Alpha is an informal nine week 
course where people with questions 
about spiritual things can take a 
fresh look at those big questions in 
the light of the life and teachings of 
Jesus. 
 
We run an Alpha course every year 
in the autumn and it’s always a great 
time together.  We gather people 
who might have little or no 
connection with church, those who 
are relative newcomers and others 
who want to brush up on the basics 
of what they believe - and it’s 

remarkable how every participant is 
helped in their journey with God. 
 
We begin each evening with a 
fantastic meal produced by a 
wonderful catering team and find 
that conversations and friendships 
develop while we’re eating together 
week by week. 
 
This year a new film series for the 
Alpha course had just been released 
when our course began.   The series 
was excellently produced and really 
engaging covering such topics as 
‘Who is Jesus?’,  ‘Why did he die?’, 
‘How can I learn to pray?’,  
‘How can I get to grips with the 
Bible?’.  

The material covered then 
stimulated discussion in various 
smaller groups where people were 
also encouraged to ask any 
questions they might have about 
faith and life. 

 

 

ALPHA PLUS 
Alpha plus met as a weekly group 
to follow on from the Alpha course. 
We met for seven weeks during 
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we are open for refreshments.  It's 
lovely getting to know people within 
our community and making new 
friends and we always feel 
encouraged when we see a new 
face.      
We are supported each week with 
familiar faces and it is great being 
able to chat and catch up on 
people's news.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We aim to create a meeting place 
where all feel welcome, have the 
opportunity for a chat and can find a 
listening ear if needed.     We feel 
that for some the cafe could be a 
stepping stone to attending church 
and finding God’s Love. 
                                                         
We are a small team of people who 
try to show God’s love to all who 
come through the Church doors and 
I thank them for all their support. 
                             
If you haven't been to the cafe it 
would be great to see you, call in on 
your own or bring a friend. 
 
Enid Bamford 
 
 

HOLIDAY AT HOME  
In July 2016 we hosted our 4th 
Holiday at Home.   Aptly entitled ‘A 

Grand Day Out’ the two day event 
was organised around a Lancashire 
theme.  
 
The Holiday at Home was well 
attended by both church members 
and the wider community and, as in 
previous years, guests enjoyed a full 
programme of entertainment 
including music, singing, dancing, a 
quiz, cheese tasting and much 
more.  
 
Guests were also able to book a 
hand massage, have a souvenir 
photo taken, get involved in a game 
or art and craft work, or simply enjoy 
friendship and fellowship.  
 
There is a growing awareness that, 
for different reasons, a significant 
number of people in the community 
suffer from social isolation and 
loneliness. We feel that the Holiday 
at Home not only contributes 
something towards reducing social 
isolation, but that those who attend 
are made to feel valued and cared 
for.  
 
With this in mind guests were served 
each day with a lovely two-course 
lunch and afternoon tea with home- 
made cakes.  As well as this, there 
was lots of fun and laughter and 
many guests commented on how 
much their Holiday at Home had 
meant to them. 
 
I would like to thank all the 
volunteers who worked so hard 
towards making the Holiday at 
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HOLY TRINITY & CHRIST 

CHURCH 2016 / 2017 
 

At a recent Breathe service we were 
looking at Proverbs 3:5-6 which 
says: ‘Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and do not lean on your own 
understanding.  In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will direct 
your paths.’ 
 
It’s so easy to ‘lean on your own 
understanding’, don’t you think?    
To imagine that you know exactly 
what’s needed to sort a problem or 
to set up a group or a meeting or 
lead a ministry.   And indeed the 
Lord has given us all minds and 
skills and talents which he wants us 
to use.    
 
But the danger comes when we 
leave God out of the equation and 
think we don’t need him.  Things will 
then often come crashing down 
around us and only in our mess do 
we turn to God for help. 
 
There is of course a real tension in 
doing all we can to serve God with 
the best we have to offer, and yet at 
the same time listening for his voice, 
leaning in on him and not our 
experience or wisdom, and letting 
him direct our paths. 
 
The Lord has been so good to us 
again this year.    We have seen 
numerical growth, many people 
recommitting to small groups and 
discipleship groups, wonderful 
services of praise and worship, an 

inspiring Alpha course, Baptisms, 
Confirmations and Affirmations of 
faith. 
 
Jonny Hirst joined us as our part 
time Youth Worker in September, 
Georgia Stokes joined us as an 
intern and Steve Abel has continued 
with us for a second year.    
Will Drain is now almost half way 
through his ordination training - he’ll 
be leaving in June 2018 - and he 
has stepped into many areas of 
responsibility. 
 
Together with our Buildings 
Manager, Lizanne Whitby-Monday 
and Administrator Cris Trueman, 
and our wardens Karen Revell and 
Adele Trueman they have been a 
formidable team and I am very 
grateful for their commitment and 
service.   At a time where many 
churches have no support staff at 
all, we are truly blessed! 
 
Throughout the year we have been 
able to take hold of many 
opportunities to serve our local 
community and to share God’s love 
with them – through Holiday at 
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Home, a Light Party, a schools’ 
week at Christmas and schools’ day 
at Easter, the ongoing work of 
Foodbank, Street Pastors, CAP, the 
Bridge Café, the Craft Art and 
Knitting group, Carers’ support 
group, Family Forum, a newly 
formed ‘Storytellers’ group who are 
going into schools to lead 
assemblies, a group going into 
Melbourne Court to lead a service 
each month, etc.  Thanks to the 
army of people who make all this 
happen.  
 

We continue to be enormously 
blessed by the presence of our 
Iranian friends and other refugees 
who have joined us.  The stories of 
what they have endured and their 
resilient faith in times of trouble 
continues to inspire and challenge 
us as we in turn seek to support and 
help them. 
 
And how wonderful it has been to 
see the building work finally begin 
on the roof - thanks to all who have 
helped us get to this point and to all 
who gave so generously at the Gift 
Day to help make it happen.   
 
God always goes before us and our 
task is make sure we do not lean on 
our own understanding but rather let 
him direct our paths.    
 
In all our ways let us acknowledge 
his leading, his provision, his 
kindness, his grace and his love. 
 
Tom Parker 

WARDENS’ REPORT 
It has been another busy year for 
the church and it has been a real 
blessing to be able to see God at 
work in church as we have opened 
our doors. 
 
Tameside community choir have 
sung to us, we celebrated with the 
Queen on her 90th birthday and 
enjoyed tea and cakes and a 
traditional “songs of praise” service 
when we fired up the organ! 
  
Holiday at Home was another great 
day when we transformed church 
into a holiday resort.  Christmas was 
also busy for us - welcoming schools 
and enabling them to use the 
building to celebrate Jesus’ birth, as 
well as our own services. 
 
It was wonderful to welcome Bishop 
Libby to lead our service of 
confirmation, baptism and 
affirmation of faith when we were 
able to witness how much God has 
done in the lives of many in our 
congregation. It is always a pleasure 
to read the personal testimonies of 
the candidates as they recount their 
journeys of faith. 
 
We have welcomed local primary 
schools into church for the 
Christmas and Easter messages 
and hosted two Christmas services 
for  Westhill School which brought 
many different people into church, 
as well as our own two amazing 
Carol services 
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with and elevate the profile of the 
Prayer Pastors. 
 
We kick-started this with Angela 
Trewinnard attending the National 
Prayer Pastor Conference and she 
is currently acting as our Prayer 
Team Coordinator.  We later held 
Prayer Team Day which 15 people 
attended. 
 
Our communication network is 
gaining momentum in the form of 
letters, emails and texts. We update 
the people who are praying on 
specific incidents, areas to pray into, 
individual needs and things to be 
thankful for.  
 
We have compiled a Prayer Pastor 
pack which includes photographs of 
individual Street Pastors, the Street 
Pastor Prayer Book and a list of 
local prayer ideas.  We now have 
two people praying at base one 
night a month and hope to increase 
this.  
 
We have begun to link each 
individual Street Pastor with a 
person committed to praying for 
them on the night they are out and 
aim to have everyone ‘adopted’ by 
the end of March. 
 
Recruitment will be at the forefront 
of our thinking this year as we seek 
to guarantee the team’s 
sustainability for the future.   
Training begins in April for anyone 
who is interested. 

As ever we will be asking the Lord of 
the Harvest to guide our actions. 
 
Abigail Marabicio 

 

 

FLOWER TEAM 
Once again the year has been 
a  busy time for the flower team with 
the usual weekly flowers and some 
weddings too.   
 
I  would like to personally thank 
the  members of the flower team    
for providing some amazing floral 
arrangements through the year and 
for the many hours they give to this 
work.   
 
Also thanks to the members of the 
congregation who support and 
provide for flowers to be in church 
each week. 
 
May I encourage anyone who is 
interested in being part of this team 
to speak to me?   We are always 
grateful for new members. 
 
Hilary Johnson 

 
 

BRIDGE COFFEE SHOP 
The cafe is open in the church 
lounge for church family and anyone 
in our community on Wednesday 
mornings from 10.00am until 
12noon. 
We are so privileged to be placed 
right in the middle of the town and 
people who pass by are aware that 
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those less fortunate.  
 
CAP now not only deals with debt 
but also runs job clubs, release 
groups (addictions), and life skills 
courses. 
 
We pray that in the coming year 
many more people will attend the 
money course and take control of 
their finances. 
 
Vera & Peter Wormall and  
Anne Wellock 
 

 

STREET PASTORS 
Reflecting on the last year for Street 
Pastors the verse from Romans 12 
resonates, ‘Rejoice in hope, be 
patient in tribulation and constant in 
prayer ‘. 
 
We rejoice in the fact that Revd 
Philip Brierley from St George’s has 
joined the management committee, 
we have two new recruits in training 
and our ID cards are now in place. 
 
We continue to be warmly received 
by the majority of people using the 
night-time economy and we were 
glad to be able to support 20 
vulnerable people and give practical 
help to 152 people.   
 
We recognise that the streets on the 
whole in Stalybridge are more 
peaceful with the decrease in the 
number of interventions we attend in 
a year.  However we believe that our 
presence has a relevance in 

maintaining a relative peacefulness. 
 
Despite personal challenges of 
individual team members and the 
launch of Stockport team which 
drew away several or our members, 
we put out a team every Saturday 
night in 2016 – 68 patrol nights with 
a volunteer value of 875 hours. 
Currently we have 17 active Street 
Pastors. 

We continue to have good 
relationships with the police and 
have regular briefings from them, 
either in person or via paper 
communications. There is a 
significant difference in their ability 
to be present due to the strain on 
their resources. 
 
We held a ‘Bacon Butty Morning’ to 
complement our recruitment tactic of 
speaking in churches.  This was 
fairly well attended and opened the 
door to  two other speaking 
engagements. 
 
Our vision for 2016 was to inspire a 
Prayer Team to work in partnership 
with the Street Pastors, to develop 
ways of communicating effectively 
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The men enjoyed another weekend 
away in Yorkshire and have also 
been getting together for breakfast 
meetings and 5-aside football.   
 
Not to be outdone the ladies have 
also been busy - we remember 
Lucille fondly for her energy and the 
enthusiasm which she ploughed into 
Book club and creative spin-offs with 
a cookery session and a pottery 
workshop.  There was also a film 
night and a weekend away for the 
ladies. 

 
We said farewell to Luke, Anya and 
the boys, Michelle and Tim in the 
summer and welcomed Jonny and 
Georgia to the staff team.  We have 
also enjoyed seeing Stephen and 
Will flourish in their respective roles. 
 
Our church buildings have certainly 
been well used and we hope that 
this continues even as we see work 
on the church roof finally begin!  We 
look forward to more opportunity to 
open our buildings to the 
community, sharing God’s love with 
them and extending hands of 
friendship. 
 

Romans 12 urges us as brothers 
and sisters to offer ourselves as 
living sacrifices and to be 
transformed by him.  James 1 
encourages us to ask for wisdom 
from above. 
 
So we look forward to next year 
being leak-free, as far as the 
building is concerned, but also 
that we might be guided by God’s 
Spirit and wisdom in all that we seek 
to do in His name. 
 
We are thankful that we have been 
able to be a part of God’s purpose 
here in Stalybridge over the year 
and we will continue to pray for 
wisdom and discernment for the 
future. 
 
Adele Trueman & Karen Revell 

 

 

PCC REPORT  
The PCC has met six times over the 
last 12 months and has discussed a 
wide variety of subjects.  Although 
there have been challenges we have 
sought God’s guidance regarding 
the direction in which to take the 
church and have been blessed by 
many encouraging developments. 
 
I would like to thank Tom, Karen and 
Adele (our wardens) and Jamie (our 
treasurer) for all the hard work they 
have put in over the last year in 
assisting me in my role as PCC 
secretary.  Alongside this my thanks 
go to all PCC members for their 
support and commitment. 
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The PCC is made up of twelve 
elected members plus the Vicar, two 
Church Wardens and three Deanery 
Synod members.  
 
Each year a third of the elected 
members stand down so this year 
there are four PCC members to elect 
(plus one extra to fill a vacancy) 
together with elections for two 
Church Wardens, four Deanery 
Synod reps, Assistant Wardens and 
Sidespersons. 
 
The main highlights of the PCC work 
this year include: 
 
Building works - many minor building 
jobs have been carried out in church 
and at St Matthews - many thanks to 
our Buildings Manager Lizanne 
Whitby-Monday who attends to much 
of this and to others who help in 
many practical ways, particularly at 
our termly work parties. 
 
The second phase of our grant 
application to English Heritage 
Lottery has finally been approved 
and the work on the roof has begun 
at last! 
 
New Equipment – several new items 
of equipment have been purchased 
including a sound desk and monitors 
for the worship group, and an 
accounting package to help keep 
track of the church finances. 
 
Finances – It has been most 
encouraging as a PCC to see how 
once again all our outgoings needs 

have been met including continued 
funding for Cris, Lizanne, Jonny, 
Stephen and Georgia. 
 
Once again many thanks to Jamie 
Shepherd for his work as treasurer, 
Mark Wilde for his work as Gift Aid 
officer, and Cris Trueman for his day 
to day work with the accounts. 
 
We give thanks to God for his 
faithfulness. 
 
John Haslam 
PCC Secretary 

 

 

MOTTRAM DEANERY 

SYNOD 
Barry Edge, Sybil Slater and Nick 
Edge are our deanery 
representatives and they meet 
regularly with representatives from 
all the parishes in the deanery.  The 
deanery includes Dukinfield, 
Stalybridge, Mossley, Mottram, 
Longdendale, Hyde, and Hattersley. 
Synod has met three times in 2016.  
 
The first meeting in February at St 
Paul's Stalybridge was concerned 
with the work of 'Open Doors'.  Revd 
Trevor Green, an Ambassador for 
'Open Doors', talked about the 
persecuted church and the work 
Open Doors does to support them.  
He made us all aware of the vast 
number of Christians around the 
world who are at risk of harm and 
even death for their faith. 
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at this present time as we are in the 
position of having to find new 
premises urgently.   
 
As always, we also need more 
Pregnancy Helpline workers and 
more help with all areas of our work. 
If anyone is interested in becoming 
involved in the work of Image, 
please speak to me.  
 
Through the work of Image we are 
able to touch individual lives and are 
seeing individuals healed from the 
trauma of abortion and child loss.  
 
Thank you to the members of Holy 
Trinity for all your support and for 
donations of baby clothes and 
equipment. 
 
Janet D’Anzi                         
 

 

CHRISTIANS AGAINST 

POVERTY 
Proverbs 31:8-9 says ‘Speak up for 
those who can’t speak for 
themselves…defend the rights of the 
poor and needy.’  
 
Last year was the 20th Anniversary 
of CAP and in September ‘The 
Gathering’ was held in Harrogate.  It 
was a blessed time listening to how 
CAP has evolved over the years, the 
vision for the future, and testimony 
from CAP clients. 
 
Many CAP clients come to know 
Christ through working with CAP 

and in total 6000 have come to 
Christ in the last 20 years - and 
1059 of those were in the 12 months 
up November 2016.  
 
Last year we ran the CAP Money 
Course 3 times, twice daily to 
accommodate as many people as 
possible.  This year so far we have 
run 1 course and another one is 
planned for September.  Those 
attending the course have gained 
better control over their finances.   

One delegate said that after 
attending the first evening of the 
course, and receiving her on-line 
budget sheet, she felt that a burden 
had been lifted.  She said that she 
was going to tell all her work 
colleagues to attend the course. 
 
People have come from 
Manchester, Rochdale, and beyond 
to the attend course.  
Peter and I continue to be support 
workers for CAP debt clients, 
working with the CAP Debt Centre at 
Carmel Church in Denton. 
 
CAP continue to lobby politicians, 
businesses, etc in a bid to help 
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Both the sound team and the 
worship team have found the newer 
equipment easier to use and we are 
now getting a much clearer sound.  
 
I would like to thank the team for all 
their hard work and commitment 
throughout the year - thanks to Cris 
Trueman, Mark Wilde, Jonathan 
Hunt and James Hopkins. I would 
also like to thank Katie Benn and 
Beth Lindemann who have started 
helping with the team. 
 
If you would like to know more 
about what we do or if you might be 
interested in joining us please don't 
hesitate to get in touch.  Anyone is 
welcome and all training would be 
provided. 
 
Ben Vickers 
  
   

IMAGE  
Image is a Christian charity which 
offers free pregnancy tests, relevant 
information and confidential help for 
people with crisis pregnancies - we 
also offer to explore alternatives to 
abortion with them.  
 
For low income parents / women 
who choose to continue with their 
pregnancies, we offer free baby 
clothes and equipment.  
 
If women choose to have an 
abortion Image offers post-abortion 
help and support.  We also offer 
help and support following 
miscarriage, stillbirth, child loss    

and adoption.  
 
People can access this support via 
Image’s Pregnancy Helpline which is 
open on a daily basis, including 
Christmas and Bank Holidays. In 
2016 there were over 109 calls to 
the Pregnancy Helpline and 
approximately 50% of these first 
contacts resulted in face to face 
appointments and the undertaking of 
support programmes at either the 
Image office or one of the several 
satellite venues in Manchester.  
 
People seeking help in the 
Stalybridge / Ashton-Under-Lyne 
area received support at Holy Trinity 
Church.   
 
Image also provides support on a 
weekly basis to women in Styal 
prison who are suffering from child 
loss issues, some due to enforced 
removal of children from the mother/ 
family.  
 
Image is currently offering support to 
108 low income women / families 
and in 2016 we gave out 62 bags of 
baby / children’s clothes, 47 major 
items of equipment and 93 other 
items.  
 
Image runs a recognised Pregnancy 
Counselling Skills Course in 
Manchester, London, Bedford and 
Essex every year, and we are 
currently developing training courses 
in other parts of England and Spain. 
 
We would very much value your 
prayers for our work and especially 
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The speaker at the AGM in July at 
St George's, Hyde was Sarah 
Shelton, the Children's Society 
Regional Fundraising Manager for 
the Diocese of Lichfield, Chester 
and Liverpool. She talked to us 
about Working  Together to make a 
Difference for Young People. 
 
The main issue raised in the 
business section of the meeting 
concerned the need of a new Lay 
Chair and more  Lay and Clergy 
members to represent us on 
Diocesan Synod.  
 

Diocesan Synod Representatives 
can be anyone on the electoral roll 
of one of our parishes.   
 

The final meeting of the year was in 
the form of a Communion Service at 
Holy Trinity, Gee Cross led by 
Bishop Libby. 
 

The Deanery Church Growth Fund 
is still available for small grants to 
help parishes develop. 
 

As we work together in the deanery 
we keep the following Bible passage 
in mind:  
‘You, O Lord, are in the midst of us 
and we are called by your name; 
leave us not, O Lord our God’    
Jeremiah 14:9 
 

Thanks to all our representatives for 
their service and support and we 
look forward to furthering our 
understanding of Christ’s work 
through the Deanery in 2016. 
 
Sybil Slater 

ELECTORAL ROLL 
This year we have continued to see 
new members join the church and 
we welcome them all. 
 
At the time of writing this report 
(March 24th) the Electoral Roll 
Membership has increased to 273, 
an increase of 7 over the previous 
year.   
 
To be eligible for the Roll church 
members have to be 16 years of age 
and attending regularly for over 6 
months or to be living within the 
Parish boundaries.  I will report any 
further changes to the numbers on 
the Roll at the APCM. 
 
It is a few years now since the Roll 
was completely renewed under the 
Church of England’s  rules. People 
can only removed from the Roll 
when they die or if they specifically 
request that their names are 
removed.  There are therefore a 
number of people on the Roll who 
have moved away and no longer 
attend the church.  There will be a 
full revision of the Roll in 2 years 
time. 
 
In 2016 the size of the Electoral Roll 
passed 250 members and that 
means from this year’s AGM we will 
be entitled to 4 representatives on 
Deanery Synod. 
 
This all results in the following 
statistics:- 
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Electoral Roll at 2016 AGM 266  
 
Additions to the Roll    9 
 
Deletions from the Roll   2  
 
Roll on 24/03/17         273 
 
New members can be added to the 
Roll at anytime throughout the year. 
Anyone who meets the requirements 
and who wishes to join the Roll 
should complete the relevant form 
and pass it to me. 
 
John Haslam 
Electoral Roll Officer 
 
 

PRAYER 
Except the Lord build the house, 
those that build it labour in vain.’ 
This verse reminds us that unless 
we depend on God and look to him 
to lead and direct us, we are very 
likely wasting our time!    
 
Prayer is therefore essential as a 
means of underpinning all we do - 
through it we can express our 
thanks for all that God has done, our 
dependence on him for all that he is 
doing through us now, and we can 
also listen for direction and guidance 
about all that he might want us to do 
in the future. 
 
It’s great to know that our Small 
Groups and Discipleship Groups 
pray together for one another and 
the wider community whenever they 
meet . 

Our weekly Wednesday morning 
prayer meeting is a great anchor in 
the week and we have had rich and 
varied times of prayer together - 
praying on our own, listening in 
silence, praying in groups, and 
praying in creative ways for our 
church, our community and the 
world.    If you are ever free on 
Wednesday morning, please do join 
us. 

Once a month we go on a prayer 
walk around the town, visiting local 
shops, talking to people on the 
streets, gathering prayer requests 
and, occasionally, praying for people  
and their situations there and then.  
It’s a small and faithful group that do 
this on our behalf but we are grateful 
to them for their faith in stepping out 
in this way and it’s good to know that 
our town is being regularly covered 
in prayer. 
 
Every week in our services we bring 
to God our requests and 
intercessions (as Paul instructed the 
early church to do) and during 
communion our prayer ministry 
teams are available to pray with 
anyone who would like prayer in the 
side chapel area.    
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 the best way forward.  
 
We would like to thank all those who 
have helped with this ministry to 
date, especially with the 
Bereavement Service. 
 
Nick and Janet D’Anzi 

 

 

VISUALS 
By far the most important thing to 
say is a huge thank you to everyone 
on the visuals team for all their 
efforts over the past twelve months;  
I’m very grateful for their servant-
heartedness and willingness to 
cover for one another where 
needed, often at short notice. 
 
It’s been great to expand the team 
further this year with Josh and Tom 
Bull and Jonathan Hunt joining us 
and doing a great job, and I’d like to 
say thanks to those already on the 
team who have helped in any way 
training them up.   
 
The team serving the 11.15 service 
is now pretty full, although if anyone 
else is interested in joining we may 
be able to squeeze one or two more 
in.  We’d love a few more volunteers 
to join the 9.15 team as that 
continues to be a bit stretched, but 
we’re continuing to plug the gaps 
with people from the 11.15 team for 
now. 
 
There’s nothing much to report on 
the technical front, which is always a 
good thing as it means the system is 

continuing to work reasonably 
reliably!   

Over the next few months we’ll be 
looking at the possibility of installing 
one or more cameras somewhere at 
the front of church to give better 
visibility of the worship group in 
particular, but there are a few 
technical hurdles to overcome to 
make this feasible. 
 
Alan Carter 
 
 

SOUND 
Our aim as a team is to support the 
church in the work it does; helping 
people hear what is happening 
during services and hoping that we 
will go unnoticed - which means 
we’ve done our job well!  
 
In the last year we have made 
some changes to the equipment we 
use, replacing the mixing desk and 
the monitoring for the worship team. 



26 

 

have a heart to get alongside people 
who are grieving.  
 
We feel that people do not ‘get over’ 
the loss of a loved one – rather they 
learn how to adjust to life without 
them.  One lady said that ‘it felt 
strange – a bit like being used to a 
comfy pair of slippers, then suddenly 
finding you only have one (slipper).’ 
 
Telling someone about their story 
(often over and over again), as well 
as sharing happy memories and 
their sadness and tears, helps 
people to move through a normal 
process of grieving towards healing.  
 
We have found people very 
receptive and welcoming towards 
our visits, and it is a wonderful 
opportunity to show God’s love and 
compassion.  Opportunities also 
often arise to talk about other related 
issues such as forgiveness and 
eternal life, and at the end of the 
visit we always ask the person if he 
or she would like us to pray for them 
- no-one has declined this offer so 
far! 
 
We are guided by the needs of the 
bereaved person as to when the 
visits should cease but we make 
sure that they have our contact 
details in case they require further 
support; we also keep their contact 
number so that we can invite them 
to church services, in particular the 
Bereavement Service and other 
events such as the Holiday at Home.  
 
The Bereavement Service took 

place once again in November 2016 
and again it was well attended. 
Everyone was welcomed to attend 
regardless of when their 
bereavement occurred, and 
opportunity was provided to have 
the name of their loved one read out 
during the service and to take 
forward a flower in their memory. 
 
The service itself was very moving 
and afterwards people who attended 
were served with tea, coffee and 
cakes in the church lounge, whilst a 
team of welcomers made 
themselves available to talk and 
offer further bereavement support if 
required.   
 
Many visitors commented on the 
wonderful welcome they felt at Holy 
Trinity and how they felt connected 
to the church. 
 
Since becoming involved in 
bereavement ministry we have 
learned a lot about the kind of things 
people find helpful, and also those 
that they don’t.  We have become 
aware that people also grieve as a 
result of other losses, such as 
relationships and employment, and 
that isolation and loneliness may still 
be an issue for some individuals 
without their having suffered a 
bereavement.  
 
It is for this reason that we are also 
considering developing a listening 
support service to provide 
opportunity for people to talk through 
their personal issues in confidence 
and to receive support in deciding  
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Some of the team are also able to 
meet before the services for prayer 
and we then share any words or 
pictures which they feel God might 
have given them.    We have been 
enormously encouraged to have 
people responding to these words 
and coming forward for prayer.   
 
Some very significant prayers have 
been answered and we have seen a 
number of healings – praise God! 
 
So in many, varied ways prayers are 
being raised to God and we are 
learning more about how to pray.   
 
It would be wonderful to involve 
more people in our Wednesday 
morning prayer meetings, our 
monthly prayer walks or our prayer 
ministry teams.  Please join us! 
 

 

LITTLE GEMS 
Little gems is the fun-filled group of 
preschool children who meet in the 
church lounge during the Sunday 
services - we regularly have over 10 
children across the two services.  
 
We have covered lots of exciting 
topics over the past 12 months 
including what God made, parables, 
miracles of Jesus, Old Testament 
characters, Christmas and Easter.  
 
Each session begins with a story 
time which introduces the children to 
the topic we are covering. 
Sometimes this involves actions, 

noise or a game and sometimes we 
read from the Bible.  
 
After this we have a craft time  - lots 
of our children enjoy gluing, sticking 
and colouring.  They are always so 
proud of the crafts they have 
produced and we hope you enjoy 
seeing their creations when they 
come back into church. 
  
Once the children have run out of 
concentration time we need to 
stretch our legs so it’s playtime – we 
love playing together! 
  
Towards the end of the session we 
all tidy up and then have a recap 
about what we have learnt and have 
a time of prayer together.  
 
The children are fantastic at coming 
up with prayer suggestions – we do 
finger prayers where we count on 
our fingers ‘Thank you God for…’ 
They are incredibly thankful - 
particularly for cake, biscuits and 
families.  
 
This year we said goodbye to 
Michelle Singh and we thank her for 
her hard work.  Georgia Stokes has 
now taken over the co-ordinating 
role for the 11.15 service and 
Heather Shepherd co-ordinates the 
9.15 service team. 
 
We have an amazing team of 
dedicated leaders and helpers who 
always go the extra mile to make 
sure the children are able to learn 
and have fun in a safe environment.  
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They put lots of effort into the 
fantastic craft ideas which the 
children are able to engage with. We 
are incredibly grateful for all the time 
and effort they put into the sessions. 
  
The leaders get a lot of enjoyment 
from being involved with this ministry 
and if anybody would like to join us 
please speak to Heather or Georgia. 
We are always grateful for more 
helpers!  
 
Georgia Stokes & Heather Shepherd  

 

 

FAMILY FORUM 
Family Forum is a very lively and 
happy group of children between the 
ages of birth and 3 years old who, 
together with their parents, 
childminders or grandparents,  
meet on Mondays during term time 
from 9.15 to 11.15am. 
 
The majority of parents / carers 
are not church members but are 
open to the Christian message which 
we share with them particularly at  
Christmas and Easter. 
 
We also give out invitations to our 
special church Services and a small 
number have joined the Alpha 
course. 
 
Family Forum is well known in 
the local community.   We number 
between 40 to 50 babies and 
children at our sessions and we give 
thanks that people find our group so 

warm and welcoming. 
 
We were successful this year in 
applying to ‘Action Together’ for a 
grant and now have some lovely new 
toys for the children to play with. 
 
We appreciate the generosity of 
parents and carers who donate to 
the Toy Appeal for Wood Street 
Mission at Christmas time and also 
donate clothes and baby equipment 
to IMAGE throughout the year. 
 
In March of this year we had our 
special meal for parents/carers and 
helpers, which is much appreciated 
by all.  A big thank you to all those 
who planned, prepared, cooked and 
served a delicious meal. 
 

We are also very grateful to  
those involved in helping set up and 
tidy up for Family Forum each week, 
those who make and serve toast and 
wash up each week, and other 
friends who step in at short notice to 
help when needed. 
 
Jean Frankish & Eileen Wilson 
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their permanent collection points 
and collection days.   
 
Tesco continue to give us a 
monetary top-up which is used to 
purchase low stock items and items 
of a personal nature.   
 
We have also started to give 
toiletries, cleaning products and 
some baby items which are much 
appreciated by clients.  Gregg’s has 
also started to donate food on a 
weekly basis. 
 
New Charter continues to support 
the Foodbank by providing us with 
one of their properties to use as a 
warehouse free of charge. 

 
We have around 100 volunteers with 
a growing number coming from our 
local communities as well as our 
partner churches.  
 
Our vision is to provide emergency 
food to local people in crisis and to 
do this we promote the foodbank 

within the local community and 
beyond.   We will also continue to 
forge links with local businesses, 
employers, community groups and 
strategic agencies.  
 
Once again we have been 
encouraged and blessed with the 
support given to us from across the 
local community. 
 
Finally a big thank you to all our 
amazing volunteers and those who 
support us through donations and 
prayer. 
 
‘Carry one another’s burdens, and in 
this way you will fulfil the law of 
Christ.’   Galatians 6:2 
 
Trisha Jarman 

 
 

BEREAVEMENT 

SUPPORT  
During the last 12 months we have 
continued to offer bereavement 
support to individuals and families 
referred to us by Holy Trinity and 
other sources of contact in the 
community.   
 
Whilst a few people felt that they 
only needed one visit, we continued 
to visit the majority on a regular 
basis for weeks, months or even a 
year.  
 
We first became involved in this 
ministry because we recognised a 
need that didn’t appear to be being 
met elsewhere and because we 
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Normally each member of the team 
makes a contribution to the service.  
 
The manager has been very helpful 
in allowing this event to take place 
and she says that the residents 
really enjoy our visits.   
 
The team consists of Beryl 
Pickersgill, June Green, Pat Edge, 
Kevin Bamford, Ian Donohoe, and 
Barry Edge.  
 
We are also grateful to the 
contributions of past members 
Pauline Middleton and Sharon 
Beech, who left due to other 
commitments. 
 
Barry Edge 
 
 

TAMESIDE EAST 

FOODBANK 
Tameside East Foodbank has now 
been in operation since December 
2012 and as you know was formed 
through a partnership between Holy 
Trinity Stalybridge, St John’s 
Dukinfield and New Life Church in 
Ashton under Lyne. 
  
The foodbank continues to provides 
3 days of emergency food on 
production of a foodbank voucher 
and we have over 100 agencies in 
Tameside who supply vouchers to 
people identified as being in crisis.  
 
Examples of some of the agencies 
we work with are Housing 
Associations, Tameside MBC, 

Probation Service, Health Authority, 
Age UK, Children’s centres, local 
schools, CAB and Homeless 
projects. 
 
Since opening the doors of the 
foodbank in 2012 we have received 
a total of 6907 vouchers resulting in 
the feeding of a total of 14652 
people; 9439 adults and 5213 
children.  
 
During the year January to 
December 2016 we fed a total of 
4137 people.  This breaks down into 
2534 adults and 1603 children. This 
is an increase of 25% on the number 
fed last year and has resulted in the 
distribution of 3,4984kg of food. 
 
A total of 3,4584kg of food has been 
collected this year which is 400kg 
less than was given out.   The 
shortfall is covered by food which is 
bought using financial donations. 
 
The food that is distributed is 
donated by churches, several on a 
regular basis.   Ashton Central 
Mosque also regularly donates as 
do several local schools, colleges 
and businesses, plus many other 
individual and one off donations.  
 
This year saw a great response from 
harvest festivals with food donated 
through various schools and 
churches.   
 
We maintain good links with 
Morrison and Tesco and these are a 
good source of donations through 
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KIC START  
KIC Start (Kid’s Interactive Church) 
has been running since the 
introduction of the two Sunday 
Services.  The attendance for each 
group has remained relatively stable 
at 12-18 for each session, though 
sometimes rising to 25.  
 
The age range continues to be 
slightly younger at 11.15am than the 
9.15am session. 
 
As older children have moved on, so 
new children have joined, giving us 
a regular core group of children who 
welcome newcomers and visitors. 
 
We continue to be encouraged by 
the children and their enthusiasm for 
the varied things we get up to and 
share together. 
 
Each week both groups cover the 
same Bible passage, adapting the 
sessions group as needed to take 
into account the different ages and 
weekly variable numbers. 
 
Until December we were using the 
Scripture Union curriculum, but 
since January, we have been using 
new material from the “CLICK” 
curriculum.    
 
This gives a variety of session ideas 
and activities and is also very 
flexible for our groups, as planning is 
not around fixed dates in the year. 
 
 

Also since the New Year 2017, 
registration now takes place in 

church, allowing the children to 
share with the early part of the 
service and worship time before 
walking across to St Matthews.  This 
leads to a shorter, but no less fun-
filled session.  

 
A small snack is offered at some 
point during the session, after which 
the children are escorted back to 
church to meet up with their families 
aiming to be in time to share 
communion on the 1st and 3rd  
Sundays. 
 
 

Over the past year, we have 
covered an amazing number of 
topics from both Old and New 
Testaments with the upstairs room 
often being transformed to illustrate 
some of the topics more vividly. 
 
In Spring we looked at the loyalty of 
Ruth, of Daniel’s faith and trust, and 
Esther’s patience and bravery 
(giving the groups a make-over and 
a banquet!).  
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Then we looked at Paul in the New 
Testament and the purpose and 
impact of some of his letters. 
 
In summer, we managed to fit a 
whole whale (!) into the upstairs 
room, with part of the session taking 
place inside the whale. The break 
for summer was celebrated with a 
well-deserved party. 
 
In the autumn term we looked at 
Jesus bringing life in the story of 
widow of Nain, and then several 
challenges and salvation for 
Zacchaeus (and us).  
 
Then we looked at the message of 
God’s wonderful creation, what went 
wrong, and the amazing message of 
the flood and rainbow promise.  
 
Back to the New Testament and big 
surprises for Elizabeth and 
Zechariah, with the challenges of 
drawing lots, and communicating 
without speaking, and then learning 
about John the Baptist and angel 
messengers. 
 
We continued to learn about Jesus’ 
life through the book of Luke -  the 
fulfilment of the prophecies, Jesus’ 
power and authority, the faith of the 
centurion, the healing of Jairus’ 
daughter, and learning about the 
events leading up to Easter.  
 
Once again, a huge ‘thank you’ to all 
those who have helped and been 
part of KIC Start over the last year, 
particularly those who have stepped 

into a planning and leadership role.  
 
It has been a huge encouragement 
and blessing to see the groups, and 
the individual children, grow, 
working together, welcoming 
newcomers and generously sharing. 
 
We have been greatly blessed in 
that, as some people have moved 
on, God has provided and sent 
people to fill leadership and helper 
gaps, including our interns and 
several new faces in the church 
family. 
 
This continues to be a greatly 
rewarding ministry and we always 
welcome people who feel they would 
like to be part of it in any way. 
 
Thank you for your support too, and 
please continue to pray for all the 
leaders, helpers and children within 
the church family and beyond. 
 
‘All of you are God’s children 
because of your faith in Christ 
Jesus.’  Galatians 3:26. 
 
Yvonne Bolton, Esther Bull,  
Steve Abel & Karen Vickers 
 

 

YOUTH WORK 
Since joining Holy Trinity in 
September 2016 and taking on 
responsibility for the youth work I 
have been encouraged by the 
willingness of volunteers in the 
church who have ploughed their 
energy, time and prayers into 
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There are a lot of people who work 
tirelessly behind the scenes within 
the audio/visual teams and without 
them we really couldn’t do what we 
do week after week so we want to 
thank every person involved. 
 
We have bought a cajon (box drum 
instrument) which has been great for 
smaller worship settings.  We have 
continued with Breathe services and 
have tried several formats with the 
worship, most recently hosting the 
services upstairs in St Matthews 
with a more ‘acoustic/unplugged’ 
feel and this has been fantastic.    
 
We have continued to introduce new 
songs as well as rediscover some 
older ones, and hope that these help 
each of you connect with God within 
the corporate worship on a Sunday 
morning.  It is so special when we 
come together in unity to worship 
God! 
 
We realise there are times when it 
may be easy to sing praise (when 
things are going well in our personal 
lives).  Equally there are times when 
it may feel harder to sing (when our 
personal circumstances are tough), 
but we really love our church family, 
and value the opportunity to come 
together to support each other in 
each of these times  -  singing 
together, raising one voice of praise 
and adoration to our Father who 
loves us and declaring His truth over 
each of our lives.  
 
Will Drain & Sue Green 

CARERS CONNECT  
Originally meeting for just a cuppa 
and a chat, six years ago it was 
decided that carers would 
appreciate a lunch  -  along with the 
cups of tea and a chat!   
 
Those of us in the team who are, or 
have been, carers and understand 
how isolating it can be.  Mutual 
understanding and friendship helps 
us to come together and find support 
and encouragement. 
 
We meet on the 1st and 3rd Fridays 
of the month between 12.00 – 
2.00pm except in August when we 
have a break.  We have time to chat 
before the meal, which helps us to 
get to know each other, and then 
enjoy a wonderful lunch together. 
 
A big thank you to May Thompson, 
Anne Wellock and Terry Garlick for 
all their hard work and support. 
 
Christine Haworth 

 
 
MELBOURNE COURT 
A small team from Holy Trinity goes 
regularly into Melbourne Court in 
Stalybridge to lead a short monthly 
service for the residents.  
 
This usually takes the form of two 
worship songs, two readings, a short 
reflection on a gospel reading, some 
opening and closing prayers and a 
time of fellowship with the residents.  
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CRAFT, ART AND 

KNITTING GROUP 
The group is now in its fifth 
year  and is going from strength to 
strength.  We enjoy Knitting, 
Crochet, Cross stitch and Art and 
love to share our skills. 
 
We meet on Wednesday afternoons 
from 2.00 to 4.00pm in the church 
lounge during term time and would 
be delighted to help anyone with 
their project.   
 
We are also happy to teach people 
to Knit, Crochet, Cross stitch, and of 
course enjoy a cuppa and a chat.  
Why not come down and join us? 
 
Brenda Hulme 
 
 

WORSHIP GROUP 
This year has been exciting for the 
groups in many ways.  Everyone in 
the group serves with a willing and 
sincere heart and we are so thankful 
for each person. 
 
We have been delighted to welcome 
new members to both groups 
throughout the year.  Their musical 
gifts are such a blessing to us as a 
group and to the wider church and 
we thank them for taking that step.  
 
In that same respect we want to 
encourage others that may feel God 
nudging them, but feel nervous, to 
step forward – please just come and 
speak to Sue or Will and we will try 

to help and support you in exploring 
this.   
 
It was a great pleasure to get the 
gospel choir together again for the 
Carol Services at Christmas.  They 
also spent an afternoon singing 
round a few of the wards at 
Tameside Hospital, which was a 
very special time. 
 
This year has seen the church 
purchase a new sound desk and 
monitors for the worship group.  
While that will be covered in the 
audio report, we just want to say 
thank you to Ben for all his work  
with it.   
 
As we have been getting used to a 
new in-ear monitoring system he 
has worked really hard helping and 
supporting us, going above and 
beyond to provide equipment that 
has helped us so much.  
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working with the young people.  My 
thanks to them and especially to 
Stephen Abel and Georgia Stokes. 
 
Engage 
Engage has been running on a 
Wednesday night to encourage 
outsiders to come in to St Matthews 
to find a safe and warm social place 
to hang out with their friends, and for 
us to have the opportunity to share 
something about God with them. 
 
Sadly, despite efforts to generate 
new interest for this Wednesday 
night open youth club in schools and 
through wider advertising, we have 
not seen any new growth in the 
group.  
 
For the six young people who have 
continued to come, this has been a 
valuable group, but we felt we could 
continue the group for such a small 
number and that it was time for the 
remnant of the group to move on. 
So, as of the February Half Term, 
Engage has stopped running.  
 
The hope is that in the near future, 
we have more children coming up in 
to the youth to start a new younger 
group that will develop and grow 
over coming years. 
 
Encounter 
Encounter has continued to run this 
year since Luke and Anya Briggs 
moved on in July.   This has been a 
very valuable discipleship group for 
the teenage lads that have been 
coming.  They have all bonded well 

over the last six months as we’ve 
engaged in some challenging Bible 
studies and games.  It has also been 
great to see this group even step out 
in to leading some of our church 
services -  we plan to do more, both 
at home and away visiting and 
encouraging other churches.  
 
Recently the group has seen the  
addition of some new members who 
have joined church, and also some 
of those who have moved on from 
Wednesday’s Engage group. 
 
We were all really encouraged to 
see three of the young people -  
Kian, Amir Salar and Amir Arsalan - 
baptised in February and we delight 
in walking with them now on their 
journey of faith. 
 
Links with secondary schools 
During Advent I spent a week at 
West Hill School leading Christmas 
assemblies to all the year groups 
and was able to tell them about the 
meaning of Christmas and the real 
hope found in Jesus. This was well 
received and I hope that we can find 
more times to go in to West Hill.  
 
The ‘Explore’ lunchtime group at 
Copley School finished last summer, 
but, in partnership with St Paul’s, we 
are currently in conversations with 
the school about continuing some 
regular work and contact there.  We 
are also continuing to develop our 
good relationship with Trinity School. 
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Mentoring 
This year we have been trying to 
establish mentoring relationships 
between our ‘churched’ young 
people and some of the youth 
leaders.  The purpose of this is allow 
individuals to talk through issues 
that they are facing on a one-to-one 
or two-to-one basis, and to 
encourage our young people to think 
about how they can develop godly 
characters in everything they do. 
 
Summer Events 
Last October Peter Bull and I took 
three of our young people on an 
action-packed youth weekend to 
Quinta, Shropshire. We all had a 
great time getting to know other 
young Christians and their leaders 
from around the north west.  
 
This summer we are encouraging 
our young people to go on various 
Christian ventures and camps too. 
We hope that these will be exciting, 
memorable and formative times in 
the development of their faith and 
characters.  
 
Jonny Hirst 
 

 

SCHOOLS’ WORK 
Holy Trinity has again hosted two 
events for primary schools when we 
invited local schools to send a year 
group to experience Christmas and 
Easter with us.  
 
At Christmas we invited Year 1 
children from Gorse Hall, St Paul’s, 

Broadbent Fold, Arlies, Silver 
Springs Academy, Wildbank and 
Trinity to our ‘Christmas Presents’ 
event, held in church from 
December 6th - 9th.  Over 350 
children attended. 
 
The message behind the attractive 
presents we all get at Christmas is 
that the very best gift of all is found 
in the manger, God’s gift of his 
precious son, Jesus, to us all.  
 
At Easter we had a special morning 
with 150 Year 5/6 children from 
Broadbent Fold, St Paul’s, Trinity 
and Gorse Hall.  Sue Green taught 
us some Easter songs and actions 
before the children engaged in 
various activities around the church 
focussing on the cross and the 
Easter story. 
 
We finished by watching part of the 
Miracle Maker DVD, talking about 
the Easter message and reprising 
the songs we’d learnt. 
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Our prayers are that the seeds sown 
will bear fruit in years to come.  
Thank you to the tremendous teams 
who gave such committed support at 
both events. 
 
Judy Parker 
 

 

LADIES’ WEEKEND AWAY 
This year we held our first Ladies’ 
Weekend Away in Hebden Bridge. 
25 ladies came and joined together 
to share fellowship, food and 
knitting!  

 
We stayed in a fantastic hostel at 
the top of a very big hill in Hebden 
Bridge -  it was really comfortable 
and had everything we needed.  
 
The spiritual focus of the weekend 
was ‘Looking after ourselves so we 
can give to others’.  On Saturday 
morning we turned the downstairs of 
the hostel in to a prayer room and 
spent nearly 3 hours (!) with God -  it 
was fantastic!  
 

We had some great discussions 
about how to make time for 
ourselves and our relationship with 
God in the midst of busy lives.  The 
Lord met with us and began some 
exciting works in people's hearts.   
 
We spent a lot of time eating 
delicious food and laughing.  It was 
a lovely weekend away and 
hopefully the beginning of a regular 
fixture in the church calendar. 
 
Charlie Laver  
 

 

PASTORAL CARE AND 

VISITING 
A big ‘thank you’ to all our team who 
have willingly given their time over 
the last year to offer a helping hand 
to those in need.  This has included 
hospital visits and appointments, 
bringing people to church or just 
sharing time over coffee and a chat.  
I know that this is really appreciated 
by the people who have been 
helped. A small act of kindness can 
make a big difference and many 
friendships are made in this way.  
 
If anyone would like to be involved in 
this ministry please speak to me or 
contact Cris in the office. 
 
Once again, thank you.  
 
Beryl Pickersgill 

 

 

 


