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Parish Profile for the  
Parish of Essington, and the 

Parish of Featherstone  
and Shareshill. 

 

“Sharing the love of Jesus with the  
communities we serve.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St John the Evangelist, Essington St Mary and St Luke, Featherstone and Shareshill 
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3. Context 
 

For a number of 

years the two 

parishes of 

Essington and 

Featherstone & 

Shareshill have been 

held as a plurality by 

the vicar they share.  

We are now in the 

process of formalising this relationship in a pastoral scheme. The church of 

St Mary and St Luke (WV10 7LA) is in the parish of Featherstone & 

Shareshill and St John the Evangelist (WV11 2BX) is in Essington. The 

intended benefice has an allocation of 1.2 posts. The appointment of the 0.2 

post will be discussed after the fulltime incumbent has had a chance to 

familiarize themselves with the needs of their new ministry.   

The post of vicar is currently advertised as priest-in-charge but whoever is 

appointed will become the first incumbent of the new benefice once the 

pastoral scheme is made.  
 

4. The Challenge 
 

• Continue the work of uniting the parishes. 

• Encourage outreach, developing current work and finding ways to use 

all facilities to reach as many in the community as possible. 

• Increase communication and develop the individual parishes’ 

missions. 

• To grow new disciples, with particular emphasis on youth. 

• Nurture existing worship initiatives and respond to changing 

     needs. 

• Continue to encourage and nurture personal Christian growth. 
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5. The Character 

A Role description – the new incumbent will 

• be able to lead worship that gives glory to God and inspires others to 

the Christian faith. 

• be willing and able to work collaboratively across the whole future 

benefice with clergy colleagues and laity. 

• be someone who will make a difference to the life of the church and 

the community. 

• adapt to the future needs of the church communities. 

B The future Benefice is seeking someone who 

• is grounded in prayer and will help us to build up our spiritual life 

• will be imaginative and, while respecting existing traditions, 

offer a range of styles of worship and pastoral care. 

• is a good communicator at all levels  

• will engage with our schools. 

• Is able to engage socially and has a good sense of humour  

• Has a passion to develop our common life and grow our churches. 

 
Experience of working across more than one church and community  
would be desirable but is not essential.

Christingle Service 2017 
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6 What we offer 

A Supporting Staff 

• 1 retired priest in each parish 

• 2 Readers in each parish 

• Part-time Children, Young People and Families worker covering both 

parishes 

• A mandated ministry team at St Mary and St Luke 

• A whole host of enthusiastic volunteers. 

 

B Benefits 
• Days off and holiday entitlement will be supported by the ministry 

team and readers 

• Reimbursement of expenses promptly and regularly 

• Administrative support via PCC officers and an active, committed, 

growing group of experienced volunteers 

• Financial support for an annual retreat 

• Time for ongoing training 
 

C Accommodation 

• A well maintained and well proportioned, 4 bedroom vicarage on the 
site of St Johns Church 
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7 Church Leadership 

 

 
 
 
 

          OLM - Norma    Margaret – Warden                      Chris – Reader                         Karen - Reader 

Readers:-Karen Peach-Robinson, Chris Shaw, Mary White, Delphine Hipkiss, 
Retired priest:- Rosemary Biddle, 
OLM:- Norma Bellamy 
CYFAM:- Janette Thomas 

Both ministry teams meet regularly (currently separately) to plan services and 
organize rotas which are distributed to key personnel and also displayed in church. 
 

8 Mission Action Plan 

Shared Aims 
• Encourage and support each other through our prayer life to become 

deeply rooted in God and grow towards spiritual maturity. 
• To grow together through closer communication and sharing His work. 

St Johns 

• Implementing and further developing all that the WEB will enable 
• The establishing of a Parish Office where many aspects of Church life 

can be incorporated from around the homes of the officers and 
congregation. 

St Mary and St Luke 
• Maintain contact with people attending church for occasional offices 

such as funerals, baptisms and banns of marriage. 
• Encourage ecumenical involvement with our Methodist friends in 

Featherstone. 

Rev Rosemary         Reader  -  Mary         Warden - Phil        CYFAM - Janette        Reader - Del         Warden - John 
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9 Church Finances
 

St Johns 

St Johns finances are in good heart managed by our Treasurer.  Parish share, 

currently £41,916, has always been paid in full. 

The full figures are in Appendix C.  

In 2014 a patronage scheme was begun which supplements weekly giving. Full 

details are in Appendix C. 

 

At St. John’s Charitable Giving is an important part of our mission. We give monthly 

to a designated charity, which is reviewed periodically. Each year we support 

Christian Aid Week in a variety of ways, which has included distribution and 

collection of envelopes to every home in the Parish, coffee mornings and 'Bring and 

Buy' sales. At Harvest time we particularly reflect on those less fortunate than 

ourselves and contribute to a variety of causes both at home and overseas. In recent 

years this has included Water Aid and our local Good Shepherd Centre, and at 

Christmas we support the 'Shoe Box' appeal in order to give something to those 

children who have so little.  When major disasters occur in any part of the world 

our congregation responds immediately and over the years we have sent 

considerable amounts in humanitarian aid. 
 

St Mary and St Luke 

The Parish Cashier deals with week to week finances such as collections, bill 

payments etc. 

The Diocesan Treasurer is responsible for preparing quarterly accounts and the 

Annual Financial Report. 

The current Parish Share is £30,468 and has always been paid on time. 

The Parish of Shareshill and Featherstone regularly support the local food bank, 

collect socks for homeless men, give to “The Haven” a local women’s refuge, annually 

send over 150 shoe boxes to Samaritans Purse shoe box appeal, hold Macmillan 

coffee mornings, support the bishops lent appeal, the Children’s Society and 

Christian Aid. We support disaster appeals as and when they occur. We presently 

don’t have identified charities as a regular giving. 
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10 The Churches 
We consider ourselves all-inclusive and all are welcome regardless of ethnicity, 

gender, denomination or sexuality. 

Neither parish has signed Resolution A or B in respect of women priests. 

 

11 Styles and Traditions of Worship 

We would describe ourselves as open and forward looking, embracing a range of 

worship including All Age Worship and innovative, informal music based worship. 

At both churches the Sunday Parish Communion is sung and although traditionally 

based the congregation is open to variation and innovation in the liturgy. 

St John's - At the main Sunday morning service vestments are worn and they are 

currently Chasuble, Stole and Alb although the congregation is flexible and used to 

clergy wearing different vestments. There are also robed servers and choir. The 

liturgy used ranges from traditional to informal using booklets and projection. 

St Mary & St Luke - Flexibility is demonstrated by the monthly All Sorts Service which 

is informal and family friendly, organized by the ministry team. Normally the clergy 

wear Alb and Stole but the congregation is relaxed about the type of vestments the 

clergy wear. The congregation appreciate a good biblically based sermon.   

 

12 Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A service on the lawn at 

the front of St Johns 

Wednesday Communion at St Mary  

and St Likes in the Saredon  Suite. 
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 St Mary and St Luke St Johns 

 Service 
Average 

Attendance Time 
Average 

Attendance Service 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 

All Age Worship 
(1st Sunday) 

 
Holy Communion 

 
Prayer and Praise/ 

Healing 
Service (5th Sunday) 

14 to 24 
 
 

14 to 24 
 

14 to 20 

10:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18:00 
 
 

18:30 

30 to 45 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40 to 60 
 
 

15 to 30 

All Age Worship (1st 
Sunday of month) 
Holy Communion 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday @ 6 Worship with 
the G Band(4th Sunday) 

 
Holy Communion (1st 

Sunday) 

Wed Holy Communion 12 10:00   

Thurs   09:30 9 to 18 Holy Communion 

Friday   09:30 7-10 
toddlers 
+10-15 
adults 

Messy Tots 

Baptism, Weddings, Funerals, Home Communion as required and arranged 

Other Special Services 

Both parishes celebrate a range of services during the year including Annual Memorial 

Service, Harvest Festival, Christmas – Christingle, Carol Service, Crib Service, Midnight Mass 

Easter–includes a walk of witness and Meditations around the Cross, Agape and 

Stations of the Cross 

Outrea
ch 
wors
hip 
 

A
t
 
S
t

 Johns CE Primary Academy, Havergal CE Primary Academy and Featherstone 
Primary Academy members of the ministry teams regularly assist in services and 
special festivals are celebrated in church, including the leavers services in July. 

1st Wednesday of the month  
16:00 – 17:00 

“Forget-Me-Not Hour” (Dementia 
friendly) 

St Johns 

2nd Tuesday of summer months 
19:00 

Prayer Group 
St Mary and St 

Luke 

Alternate Thursdays 13:30 Prayer Group St Johns 

2nd Friday of the month 14:30 Service at Cherry Tree Court St Johns 

Every Thursday (in term time) 10:00 Bible Study/House group 
St Mary and St 

Luke 

3rd Thursday of the month   14:15 Services at The Lakes Care Homes St Johns 

4th Friday of the month 12:00 Soup lunch and Bible study St Johns 
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13 Music
 

Both churches have traditional pipe organs in good repair. Both churches have 
regular organists and back up pianists. When these are not available CDs or other 
recorded music is used. 
St Johns has a small but committed choir who robe mostly at morning services and 
attend for weddings and funerals when requested. 

Each month at St Johns 
there is “Sunday at Six”, 
café-church style worship. 
A variety of people (both 
Lay and Clergy) lead or 
take part in these services. 
All inspired by the music of 
the G-Band. This has 
proved an extremely 
popular and well-attended 
service! There are also 
occasional afternoon sing-a-longs with a member of our congregation at the piano. 
St Mary and St Luke have some good instrumentalists with church connections and 
are hoping to develop in this area. 
 

14 Congregation 

St Johns 

There are 100 on the electoral roll of whom 73 are resident in the parish. 
Average Sunday attendance 44 adults and 2 under 16s. 
The congregation at St John’s is loyal and welcoming. An attendance of 9-18 is usual 
at Thursday Holy Communion/ Morning Worship, with refreshments and chat 
enjoyed afterwards. Most of the Thursday congregation also attend the Sunday 
morning Service. Some of the congregation have attended the church all their lives, 
having been baptised and married there. Most are villagers, who know and care for one 
another, both as members of the Church and the wider community. They are also 
supportive of church fundraising events, working hard to maintain and improve the 
church and church projects. 
The congregation is a good example of Love thy Neighbour as thyself, producing a 
wonderful sense of fellowship and community. 

St Mary and St Luke 

St. Mary and St Luke’s average congregation on Sundays is 19, predominantly over 

60, but with two young families. Wednesday morning communion service averages 

12. 
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15 Church Buildings
 

There is one church in each parish. 

St Johns 

St Johns The Evangelist, built in 1932, is at the centre of Essington. An annex is 

under construction. The annex is to be a multipurpose facility which is linked to the 

West end of the Church and is designed to provide a welcoming and comfortable 

community facility which is fitting for the 21st century. More detailed information of 

the project is in Appendix C.  The last Quinquennial Inspection Report was received 

in June 2015 and it confirmed that the Church building is generally sound and well 

maintained. All the significant issues raised in the report have been addressed. 
 

St Mary & St Luke 

St Mary and St Luke is a Grade 2* listed building whose nave, built in 1745, joins 

with a 13th C Norman tower. It is in the village of Shareshill. There is also a 

sympathetic extension, known as The Saredon Suite, including a versatile meeting 

room, disabled toilet, small kitchen/tea bar downstairs and staircase leading to a 

vestry and toilet upstairs. 
 

16 The Churchyard 

Both churches have a churchyard but 

right to burial in either yard is 

restricted to residents in the 

individual parishes or on the church 

electoral roll. St Johns’ yard is nearing 

its capacity for traditional burials, 

however the District Council has 
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purchased an additional plot of land at the rear of St Mary and St Luke’s yard which has 

been consecrated as a burial ground, known as “The Orchard Churchyard”. 

 

St Johns also has a Memorial Garden where ashes can be interred in an unmarked plot 

and a Book of Remembrance is kept inside the church. This area is currently 

maintained by a small team of volunteers. 

At St Johns the church grounds are maintained weekly by the Community Payback 

Team. They do an excellent job, and the churchyard and grounds always look neat 

and tidy. 

St Mary and St Luke have a band of volunteers to keep the churchyard tidy. Several 

Churchyard Awards have been achieved, including a Gold Award in 2017 and a 

Nature Friendly Award in both 2016 and 2017. 

 

17   Church Hall 

St Johns  

 

The existing Hall has one large and three smaller rooms. The two larger ones are hired 

on a regular basis by Slimming World and local craft groups. Church meetings are often 

held in the Hall. One room is currently a parish office housing a bulk printer and 

supplies, a desk and some storage. The facilities are simple, toilets and a kitchen. The 

kitchen has a serving hatch to the large room. 

Once the new annex to the church is completed the use of these two facilities will be 

examined and rationalized. 
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St Mary & St Luke has no 

church hall but built on to the 

church is a suite of rooms, the 

Saredon Suite, that has a 

meeting room, vestry, toilets 

and kitchen. There is also a 

village hall in Shareshill and a 

community centre in 

Featherstone which are hired 

for larger events. (those that 

exceed the church rooms 

capacity) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

18 Vicarage 
The Vicarage is in Essington on 

the same site as St Johns Church. 

It is a brick-built, four-bedroomed 

house with gas central heating 

and double- glazed throughout. 

The large study / office can be 

accessed through the front door 

without entering the main house. 

There is ample parking within the 

gates for three cars. There is a 

large, enclosed, mainly lawned, 

child/dog-friendly garden and a separate garage. 

The building has been well maintained.  

The current incumbent’s husband has enjoyed developing the garden. 
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19  Parish Activities and Programmes 

St Johns church is open to everyone from Monday to Friday 10:00 to 16:00 for 
private prayer and reflection and on Saturdays 10:00 to 12:00 for fellowship and 
refreshment as well. 

Social Life 

Social Life is thriving at St 

John's. Each year a Spring / 

Summer Fair, a Christmas 

Festival, Harvest Supper, 

Christmas Party, Concerts 

and Quiz nights are all held 

in the Church. The pews and 

chairs are moved to create 

flexible space for such 

events but 
catering arrangements will be greatly improved 

when the annex is completed. The local Rugby Club is used for Barn Dances and 

Skittles evenings which help outreach to the local community. All events are well 

attended by church members and the wider community. They are much appreciated 

by everyone. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Both parishes hold regular fundraising musical concerts to suit all tastes. 
These include Rock Concerts, orchestras, solo musicians and choral groups which 
are very popular. 
 
Both parishes hold regular fundraising musical concerts to suit all tastes. 
These include Rock Concerts, orchestras, solo musicians and choral groups which 
are very popular. 
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The Guild of Friends 

Held on the first Monday of each month, in St Johns church hall. Different 

speakers are engaged to make these meetings interesting and varied. 

Rise, Shine and Smile Group 

Every Monday between 1015 -1200, our Rise, Shine and Smile group meets in St 

Johns church hall.  This is a self-help group and is open to all. It is particularly 

helpful to those living with depression, anxiety or loneliness. This meeting is very 

informal, with friendship and chat over tea or coffee. 

Breakfast Clubs 

Both churches run regular cooked breakfast gatherings to which all are welcome. 

Food Bank 

Both churches collect for the local food banks. 

Forget-me-Not Hour 

There is a thriving, monthly social hour on the first Wednesday of 

the month, for 

everyone. It is very 

well attended ,  

although mainly by older people and 

those living with Dementia / 

Alzheimer’s.  Members enjoy singing, 

crafts, quizzes, taking afternoon tea and 

eating delicious homemade cakes. St. 

John’s is a dementia-friendly church, 

having undergone a series of training 

sessions with David Primrose from the Diocese. Initially in the church but now at 

Cherry Tree Court residential home. At special times, such as Easter and Christmas this 

hour is turned into a celebration for everyone. The group goes from strength to 

strength, and both clergy and laity take it in turns to lead the sessions. 

Lunch Bunch 

Held on the 4th Wednesday of each month at St Mary and St Luke, it serves up to a 

three course meal to anyone who wishes to attend, from toddlers to senior citizens. 



 

Parish Profile - Parishes of Essington and Featherstone & Shareshill          Page 16 of 22 
 

 

 

 

 

Solo Club 

Held at St Mary and St Lukes church on a Monday afternoon. It is for single people 

of any age, on their own for whatever reason, to meet socially for discussions, book 

club and trips. 

20 Children and Youth Work 
St John's has had a part time CYFAM worker (equivalent 1 day per week) for the 
past 6 years. 
The “Messy Tots” group meets every Friday for 2 hours with older siblings 
welcomed in school holidays. Regularly between 8 – 15 toddlers and 15 to 30 
adults attend. The sessions are planned by the CYFAM worker and run with the 
support of a team of volunteers. All Age Messy Church has also been very 
successful, which runs on a quarterly basis. Appropriately themed activities for 
children are provided at every service usually by the CYFAM worker. 
The current CYFAM worker is soon to extend her role to include the whole benefice. 
In the past both churches were pilot parishes for Communion before Confirmation, 
however this was not pursued during the ministry of the retired full time Priest. 

21 The Schools 
Both parishes have a CE Primary Academy where the ministry teams hold regular 
assemblies. Special Festivals are celebrated in church including a leavers service in 
July. St. John’s Primary Academy is part of Future Generation Trust. It has 550 pupils, 
including a 52 place nursery and a 
thriving pre-school for 2 and 3 year 
old children plus before and after 
school provision. The academy enjoys 
a good reputation and the last two 
Ofsted visits have rated it 
Outstanding. The children are not 
streamed. It has a strong 
performance record at all national 
“measure” points. Sport plays a 
significant part in the life of the 
academy with a wide range of extra 
curricula clubs on offer. St. John’s are 2018 Staffordshire County Champions in 
Athletics and Girls Cross Country. 
www.stjohns-eagle.com   twitter@StJohns_Eagle   facebook-St.John’sPrimaryAcademy   
 

http://www.stjohns-eagle.com/
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Havergal CE (C) Primary 

Academy 

Number of Pupils 173 

Classed as “Good” by OFSTED. 

Featherstone Academy is the 

primary school in Featherstone. 

It also has close links with St 

Mary and St Luke. There are 239 

pupils on role and at the last 

inspection was rated “Good” by OFSTED. 

22 Communication 

Media 

Both churches produce a weekly news sheet printed on the reverse of the Pewsheet 

that has the readings and prayers from the lectionary. These are distributed in 

church services and left for collection near the door at all times. 

St Mary and St Luke produce a magazine currently called “The Shareshill Parish 

Magazine”. It is delivered to approximately 170 homes. Normally this is sent 

electronically to both the schools in the parish. 

A magazine – the Essington Connection – is published monthly by St. Johns Church. 

It includes contributions from the community and is delivered to more than 800 

homes in the parish. 

St Mary and St Luke have a section on the village of Shareshill website 

http://www.shares.f9.co.uk  

St Johns have a thriving Facebook Page, Facebook.com/stjohnschurchessington and 

a website http://stjohnsessington.co.uk/welcome 

23 Pastoral Offices 

Baptism 

Both churches operate an open Baptism Policy, including appropriate preparation 

sessions. Families are encouraged to attend at last once a month in the 3 months 

prior to the baptism. 

St John’s had 31 baptisms in 2017. 

Last year St Mary and St Luke had 20 baptisms. These were officiated by the OLM 

Norma Bellamy. 

 

http://www.shares.f9.co.uk/
http://stjohnsessington.co.uk/welcome
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Marriage 
Couples wishing to have a wedding in either parish church are welcomed 
provided they can demonstrate a qualifying connection. We are prepared to 
conduct weddings of divorcees after discussion and mutual agreement. Services 
of Blessing after civil marriage also take place. 
In 2017 there were 3 weddings at St Mary and St Luke officiated by parish clergy. 
In 2017 there were 7 weddings at St Johns conducted by the resident minister. 

Funerals. 

We are happy to conduct Funeral Services in church or at the nearby crematorium, 
but right to burial in the churchyard, or the interment of ashes, is restricted to 
those resident in the individual parishes or on the Church Electoral Roll. St Johns 
also has a Memorial Garden where there is greater flexibility as to who can be 
interred. In the past year there were 14 funerals conducted at St Johns plus 11 full 
services at crematoria or other cemeteries. 
 
St Mary & St Luke organize their funerals centrally. They are officiated by Readers 
or the OLM when none are available outside clergy are found. 
 

24 The Parishes 

The Parish of St Mary and St Luke has a population of 5406 and of  St Johns a 
population of 4957.   

Both parishes are in the 
Deanery of Penkridge in 
the Diocese of Lichfield 
and are surrounded by 
beautiful countryside, 
including Cannock Chase 
and water ways. Both 
parishes are in farm land 
to the north of 
Wolverhampton around 
the junction of the M6 and 
M54.  

The benefice covers a large geographical area. Essington 
parish includes Westcroft and Newtown, while 
Featherstone and Shareshill includes Brinsford, Hilton, 
Saredon and Laney Green. 
The M6 Hilton Park Services, Featherstone prison and Brinsford 
Young Offenders Institute are all within the benefice. Currently the prisons do not 
have a chaplain in post. 

There is a Methodist Chapel in each parish. 
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While Shareshill and Featherstone are settled areas, Essington is still growing with 
new housing estates being built. 
The largest population in the St Mary & St Luke parish is Featherstone. 
 

There are a number of residential and nursing 
homes within the parish of Essington, including 
Cherry Tree Court, Essington Manor, Lakeside, 
Waters Edge and Moseley Court. Regular services 
are held at these.  

 
 
 
There is Sheltered housing in 
Featherstone at Whitgreave Court.  
 
Essington is home to two Rugby Clubs – Essington and Willenhall clubs. Both have 
their own licensed facilities which can also be hired by the wider community for a 
variety of events. 
St. John’s regularly holds social events in the Essington club. Willenhall Rugby 
Club recently held “The Essington Show” in 2018 which brought together 
different parts of the village (church, uniformed organisations, Friends of 
Essington and Royal British Legion). 

In Hilton Lane is a new 

Environmental Education 

Facility. It is run by the Forest of  

Mercia CIC.  

Essington has a Community 

Centre, which also includes a Tea 

Room, an Over-50s club and Tea 

Room Crafters. Regular Tea 

dances also take place. 

Essington has a local parish 

council with representatives for 

each ward of the village.  The Friends of Essington group do sterling work in the 

community, and there has been a programme of planting around the village over the 

last few years, which has enhanced its appearance. This includes an annual Big Litter 

Pick day. 

Cherry Tree Court, Essington 

The G Band at the Essington Show 5th May 2018 
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The active groups of Scouts and Guides in Essington have their own purpose-built 

headquarters.  

There are two Working Men’s Clubs in 

Essington, the one in the Centre near the Church 

also has a Bowling Club.  

 

 

 

There is also an indoor bowling club at 

Shareshill/Featherstone. 

Only two pubs in Essington, one near the church 

but Shareshill/Featherstone have three! 

 

 A Doctor’s Surgery opened in Essington in 2010 with a new Pharmacy business 

alongside.  

 

 

There is an Essington branch of the Royal British Legion. They get 

involved in events, including the annual Remembrance Day service, 

and other community initiatives. 

 

A few small shops are scattered around the village of Essington including a Post 

Office. In Featherstone there is a small collection of shops also including a post office. 

Shareshill has a community owned post office/village store. 

 

The award-winning Essington 

Farm, with Butchery and 

Restaurant is an occasional venue 

for outdoor services reflecting the 

excellent relationship 

with the church. 

A monthly parish breakfast is held 

there, and recently St. John’s hosted a 

“Gentlemen’s Breakfast” (to coincide with Father’s Day) and a “Ladies High 

Tea”.  For the first time this year (the start of a tradition, we hope) there was 

a Shrove Tuesday “Pancake Race”. Great Fun! 
 

Gavin Williamson CBE MP as auctioneer for a fund-

raiser at Essington Working Men’s Club July 18. He 

is a longterm supporter of both parishes. 



 

Parish Profile - Parishes of Essington and Featherstone & Shareshill          Page 21 of 22 
 

25 The Area 

Both Essington 

and Featherstone 

have been mining 

villages. The 

villages are 

largely 

dormitories for 

surrounding 

towns and one 

large industrial 

development the 

i54. There are 

two small estates 

of mixed light 

industry in Essington. A large part of the future benefice is 

farmland. Although today the numbers working on farms is quite small this has 

been the staple employment historically. The church of St John the Evanglist was 

built when Essington became a separate parish. It replaced the “tin church” when 

the village was a part of Bushbury parish. Bushbury is an adjacent area of 

Wolverhampton. 

Cannock Chase Forest 

is an area of 

Outstanding Natural 

Beauty. It is readily 

accessible and hosts a range of activities to suit all ages.  

It has a certificate of Excellence on Trip Advisor!  
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There are several golf clubs and fisheries, both inside the parishes and just a short 

drive beyond. 

There are secondary schools close by but these are just outside the parish boundaries 

in Great Wyrley, Cheslyn Hay and Penkridge. St Peters, a CE secondary school, is in 

Wolverhampton. There are selective schools in Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

The Hippodrome in Birmingham is the home of the Birmingham Royal Ballet. 

All the shows that tour from London’s West End have dates in one or other of the 

Birmingham theatres. 

Cultural opportunities also abound in 

Wolverhampton, Cannock and Lichfield. 

These towns are all easily accessible using 

the motorway network. Mainline rail 

stations are within easy reach and there 

are local buses. It may seem obvious as 

Lichfield is the name of the diocese but the town itself is a historic place well 

worth visiting. Dr Johnson of dictionary fame even lived there. The jewel in the 

crown, of course, being the cathedral. Famed for its three spires, it is a place inspiring 

awe, wonder and spiritual uplift.  

 

 

Come and join us in 


